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wHnd then there was you.




Before There Was You

Jdome people are_so famous that everyone
fnows their name . People write about them in
books and all their relatives keep their memories
alive. We do not come from sucha family. No one
wrote about any of us. Some families live in one place
for hundreds of years and their births and deaths are
recorded in the special records of that town andin
family bibles. We are Jews and we were Forced +o
move many times , so we didn't belong to any special
town. As zvrﬂu family bible , our family was foo peor
to have one.

How then do we Know about our ancestors ?
(grandparents and great-grandparents) In the past we
Knew by listening fo stories and repeating those stories
to our children. This was a good way to Keep records if
One remembered to listen and if one didn't forget what
they were told. I'll start a new tradition with the
oldest story I was told. d'I write it down.

e for people in Russia in the old deys wes very
hard. was seldom enough food foect.d%k did
nol have fruits and vegetables all year long. My mother
and father told me that a piece of Sabbath bread with
a liftle fat on it was the kind of treat that chocolate
w'\iﬁ"d. cream cake is you. Even the tsar(king
of Nussia did not have the daily comfort that we
have today,







For Jews life was even harder . Because Jews 1

Eray to God in their own way and did not accept

he Russian veligion ,they were mistrusted and hated
gome: Russian people ¢:alledy the Jews ugly names.Other
ussiang threw sticks and stones at the Jews. The
2overnment made laws that told the Jews where

hey could live and where they could not live,

There were laws that told the Jews what work

they could do and what they could not do, who
could go to school and who could not ,and what
they could own and what they could not own, dome-
times the government organized a pogrom (@ mass-
acre or at oc&) upon Jews, Whg?'ﬁ\ey wanted the,

ews 1o give up their God , thér ways of worship,
and ther ways of treating people . But the Jews
did net change . They remained Jews.

In 1827 Tsar Nicholas I began to draft (Force
to join) Six year old Jewish boys into the Russian
army. He sent his soldiers to Jewish homes o collect
little beys , These boys were put in special cantons (camp)
for six_years. Heve the were fed forbidden foods (nen
Kosher) and taught the Chrishan ways. At 12 years
of age they began their military service. After 25

ears as a soldier they were allowed +o ?o home
?m.. Dur'mg those 31 years they were nof allowed
to visit or even to write to thur parents.

What could the Jews do to save their sons ©
People who had money, paid the collectors to leave
their sons at home. Jome people bought boys from



poor famllig to take their sons' places in the
roundup. Jome people cut off fingers or toes so
that their sons would be useless as soldiers.
Jome people hid théir children in the deep
forcsfé until the collectors were gone.

ne six year old was hidden in the woods.
Ne promised he would wait without making a
Sound. He would not talK , if he was found. He
waited and waited. It was always dark in
the woods . The sun never reached the floor.
How long had he waited ? How many times did
he sleep,and wake ,and sleep again 2™ How long
was it since he last ate? He'd go eat those
berries and come right back. He cried
silently and waited.

s the days passed he had to go
further away to find berries and nuts, but
he always came back to his tree. Was it
veally his tree ? They all loocked so much
alike. This day he heard voices and axes.
He made himself as small as possible and
waited shivering under his tree . The
voices Sounded closer . Maybe if he
closed his eyes tightly , those men would
not see him.

Put they did see him. They were men
of the Gubenko family. They were in the
fﬁ:est to get w;:‘d to ma:e willo;( :al;es.

ey Swept u is poor , hungry, dir 0
andytook phtmphome, to be wzszed , fed, aXd




loved. For a long time he did not talK. He
never told them his name or anything about
his famul*i‘ They Knew his story without be-

ing told. The Gubenko family raised him as

I he had been born to them.'ﬁney named

him and sent him to chedar (school). When

he grew up , he married a Gubenko daugh-

gr T What was his name ¢ David Getzie
ubenko .







Life in Koshovato

. Bubbie Sonya and Zeide Menashe grew up
in the same town. They lived in houses that
had dirt walls and floors. Zeide told me how
they made the houses. men would erect a
wooden wall and pock mud against the outside.
The dirt walls were 18 to 24 inches thick . Some-
times the men buillt two separate walls with
an aiv space between.On the coldest days , the
women stuffed straw in these spaces and burned
it to make the walls warm, They needed these
very thick walls to keep out the intense cold, as
they only had fiveplaces to keep them warm.

In Sonya's house they had hard dirt floors.
When they prepared for the Sabbath,they would
wash the Floor . Now how can you wash a dirt
floor ? Sonya would make o paste of clay and
water to smear over the floor, She applied
this with chcful palm strokes , all going even-
ls“ in one direction. When the floor dried ,
she would make border designs with pastes
?nd dribblings of different colored clay.

hen she would guard her floor From the care-
less steps of brothers and sisters until it
dried hard and all was veady for the Sabbath.
onya's house huﬁ: roof made of thatch,
(bundles of straw) roofs were very




thick so neither vdin nor snow would come
through. They brought water into the house
from the town well in the street, There was a
Brivy (outhouse) nearby. There was no electricily.
eople used oil lamps for light and n place of a
refrigerator or ice box , they had a root cellar

n the whole town of Koshovato only two
people subscribed to a newspaper,the doctor
and the pharmacist, A newspaper was a ter-
rible extravagance ., A book was much more
sensible . No , there were no radios or television
sets. The light was too dim to vead bi.‘so they
spent the o.veningz telling stories as the women
and gils Fluffed "feathers and the men and
boys_ sorted beans.

In those days moplc. traveled by horse
and wagon. When Menashe was six ,a visit-
or came in a car to their town. He did not
see andther car for twelve years. There were
trains | but not to their town K Most roads were
made of dirl , but in Koshovato some streets
were paved with stone blocks. o

Sonya's fFather was o maker of wil
vakes and barrels. After the High Holy Days,
in October , he would taxe twenty men and they
would travel to the forests to make willow
rakes and boards . They would l[ive and work
there all winter . Just before Passover, in
the spring, they would return home, In the
spring and summer they would maxe barrels,
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They dipped the boards in tubs of beiling
water, This made the wood pliable . Then
they bent the woed to form barrels,
enashe's Father was a merchant,

had a general store where he sold
beans , flour , grains and some liguor.
The Korosfoshevskgkhmly was o l[itle
more prosperous than the Gubenkos. For
example , one room in theéw house had a
wooden Floor. Behind the store , they, like
the Gubenkos , had Four yooms to fl'vc. 0+ One
room was the pavents' bedroom .Ancther bed-
room was For the girls , The boys slept on
couches (benches) in the lwing -dining voom,
ond there was ‘a large Kitchen.

This is the Floor plan for the Gubenko house.

The workrcem and the shed were attached b
the house.







Zeide Ohlomo and the Goat

Spanning the creek on the outskirts of
Koshovato was a bridge . At first there were
many accidents on the “approach to the bridge.
Carriages or sleighs would slip on the icy
stones and careen toward the creek . The
townspeople decided to plant trees on both
sides of the road to prevent accidents.This
living fence was a wonderful idea. It would
not need painting or vepairs and it would last
Forever . {t seemed the perfFect solution.

However in Koshovato there were goats that
wandered agbout as dogs sometimes wander in
Amevrica, They usually belonged to someone
who neglected to tie themup. These goats
would gnaw the trees and damage them. Lt
was the policeman’s job to profect this naturdl
barrier. If the policeman Knew the goat’
owner , he would m'a‘ the goat home, but
fine the owner. lf eu&ohceman didn't
Know the owner, he would beat the goat with
a stout stick to chase the goats from the

tvee?.
. The Gubenko hous% was situated near
his cveek., One doy Zeide (grandfather)
hlomo rounded his house tosee the police-
man beating a goat. “Stop ! Stop!™ he called.
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“Leave t oor animal alone !"

: "Aha'!%t sﬁoute,d the policeman. “Pay

five rubles and I'll put my stick down.
 Not o ruble| shouted Shlomo. " Tt 's

not my goat. o

“vThen why do you care if I beat it?
sho:‘l’ed the ?toluccman as he thrashed the
goat across ts vump, ,

“Get awa Frompthat dumb animal...
he's one of 's creatures and only does
w::lat goats are suppose to do,” threatened

omo .

By then the whole Gubenko €amily had
qathered and stood spellbound at the “sight
of Shlo‘mo fearlessly defending the goat.?\(ow
the policeman turned his anger Fror. the
goat, to Shlomo. “Pay or go to jail!™ =
, t |§ not my goat. T will pay nothing,
insisted Shlomo. :

Bubbie (grandmother) Tova pleaded with
Shlomo to appologize_ She pleaded with the
policeman to listen, It was useless .They
were like two angry bullf. .

The policeman took Shlomo to jail . Thus
the pious Shlomo GubenKo spent o night in
Jail ,all because of a geat.




The Boys of Hoshovato

Menashe ,Korosi‘oshevskc and Yussel
(Gubenko Mmet in chedar (Hebrew school), They
_zi‘.{art ﬁi l-t(ebvtrcav s;:ooéu fogefh'er at age five. A

ey didn't stu ssian uage ,geography,
or h}fsfor . They 3tua'..a chrcw:zﬂi ?Ueg. tz
learned to pray and to conduct themselves as pious
Jews. But when the doors of the Hebrew school
opened , they shook off their solemn and sober shells
and became shKuzim (mischief -makers).

~ One of ther fovorite pasttimes was to collect
ripe Fruit from their neighbors’ trees. When caught
in the act they were not above pelting the
neighbor with his own fruit.

. They had one poor neighbor who was blessed
with seven daughters. At that time in our history,
religious Jews thought that no Family was compleke
without o son. The neighbors pitied this pious
couple who seemed unable to produce a son.
Menashe and Yussel’, young hellions , took special de-
light n tormenting the plr:nfs and their seven
dwﬁers. In America they might have rung their
doorbell or made phoney phone calls | but this was
Koshovato and there wtrt m#arbc\h or telephones.
They did other things. Every Fassover when one of
the daughters d open the door to invite Eliph
to enter , our boys would shove a goat through
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t.he door. The Following morning the neighbor would
visit Lsrael and Shlomo , the beys® fathers, and complain
that he had been the butt of a terrible geat,L mean
Joke . Menashe and Yussel would be beaten and
lectured at length, From one Passover to the next
was o long time. The bruises faded and the |ectures
were long forgotten . The following Passover they
would do it again'

Once when Menashe and Yussel were ten
years old, they pooled fl\eir money with two friends
and bought a horse. It wasn't much of a horse,
but at ten they were not very good judges of
horseflesh and besides their “capital was limited.
Proudly they displayed their purchase to the
father ‘Aho they hoped would house their invest-
ment, As he examined thewr purchase critically
and vocally , they decided that maybe J:cy
had overpaid. Quickly they agreed that y
would claim they pad only iﬁf the true amount,

“So ?how much did you pay for this mitzia

(bargain) ¢
;' nly five rubles.

nly five rubles?” with that question
he lifted the tail and studied the horse's

ind quarters.
q:p)hat's wrong ¢ demanded the boys.
or five vubles the horse shouldn't
o backside. A tail maybe ... but no backside.



donya (Goes to School

When SOn?a was o girl, her school was
very different from your schools, All the boys
went to chedar (l?ebnw religious school) From
the 9'30. of Five until they were a Bar Mitzva
(3). The girls went to a separate school. Not
all the girls went to school. Those who did
were taught to vead and to write o little
Yiddish , to recite a Few prayers , and to add
and subtract o liftle. Rk

., oonya was the youngest child in her
family . t of the other children were morried
and gone. ghc. was sent to the Girls gchool but
it wasn't enough for her. She was very unhap-
pi.‘To beqgn with there was little to learn,and
whenever a Knew an answer she shouted it
out. It would come out while she waved her
hand. Everytime that happened , She would be beafen
with o cat-of-nine tails. When she came_home , she
cried and complained to her mother. Bubbie Tow
went to her husband, Shlomo , and Finally convinc-
ed him to send Sonya to a more worldly
schoo

n 1915 when she was /3, Sonya went to
Tarashta to take exams for the Aﬂmmsmm Chigh
school). Sonya had to pass oral written exams
it Russian lanquage , mathematics , history ,and



gz?‘gmph to enter it. She had studied very
hard', but still she was Ffrightened. lhe oral
exam before seven stern teachers was espe-
cially frightening . She passed and was accept-
ed into the fourth form. :

t wasn't easy. It was very expensive,
and her family was very poor. tveryone
thought that education was wasted on a
girl. because she was determined, she
was the Ffirst member of her dei? to go
to ov# graduate from a high school.

rashta was far from home and Kosho-
valo . At irs.s she |ived with her Zunt
Krennie 's y and later K she moved into the
mu? of her édher‘s cousin , Moishe the Red-

ad.
The yx‘ars from 1917 to |920 were very
unsettlego rmies of White Russians (Favored
the Tzos and Bolshevicks | (Favored Lewin and
Trotsky) and bandits crossed the (Ukraine.
oldiers From all these armies attacKed travel-
ers and especially Jewish travelers. In [1!8 Senya
traveled to Kiev to arrange for her attendance
at the University . On her return she was met
at the station by two wagons from Koshovato.

he joined the group of Jews who were traveling
from the Fm'm to Koshovato. It was o danger -
ous tﬂ'p. or Proﬂ.ction , the young Jewis
men had orgamze.ds themselves into self defen-
se groups called Shomrim (guards). They were
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short ¢§ guns but long on bravery, Several of-
H\csz homrim were wailing wit ‘the wago
rt Hnm on their way o Koshoval'o
ust as wcre po.ssmg the forests, down
from the hulls fm of shouting Cossacks
on horseback . no tme the w were over-
turneg and almost everyone was Killed.
onya lay Face down in the dirt,hardly
daring to breathe . The ssacks rode their
horses over the bodies. was horrible. Thc
oovcs just missed her and she dared not move
t ere was silnce and still she lay
there An eternity seemed to pass. Suddenlg
s\\z heard a yourlg man screaming “Ten't
one else alive ?™ Only then did she dave to
ln her head and open her eyes to the
slaughter arounc{ her.
“I'm alive !"she cried. “I’m alive .’
Only those two escaped. Now {'ogefher
they van to the woods to hide in case
the Lossacks would veturn. Later they were
mel by o search party that came FNM the town
when thc. wagons did not return.
never dud study in the University
in Kiev, ?’: faml vun away Fvgm Koshovato
to the safety of orgcr towns. ﬁn nya had
to stay with her family and help them. Later
she would g0 to erica instead of Kiev.



The Picture Pride
Kk cal father! Th
ffer% the lgo u:r (unce:) Nac%\zem.s :ﬂtd

ova.

Shlomos brother Nachum lived so far
away that never mel him or her
cousing . lede.r from Fetter Nachum could
mean there was a new baby , or a weddma
there. was trouble . No matter it woul
excit m'g %onya hstened as carefully as athr«
year 3\8 could to the letter and its discussion.

y daughter Lyba , by my first wife Freida,
is a strong willed and rebelllous daughter. She
reads about Alfred rcy fus . and blood libels
and woms and tell §hmt H\nt therc IS no Inkr

a.

in Rus'sA e msus S S QA:‘ she wil

o to Amem ntina! Alone ! smqle e‘nrl
ey stepmot er andqu be ude our ves
wi |l rg list e.vL to reason do ?

hlo aco '

Tova ex ed
Their sonm}acoab ha aen 'c;‘a\r‘?‘ Russmn

hen the Russo-Japanese War began. n
zar told his soldiers to march east to Sibera,
Jacob morchcd west to his cousin av"f
Luchansky in Erie | America. Surely Jacob
gould help and watch over his cousin Lyba
ubenKo, Hurriedly they drafted a |e.tter to



Jocob, and another to Nachum and Savah,

.Thmgs did not move smoothly. True Lyba
Knew no one n Argentina , but she was not about
to write to a strange man and ask For his help
and grofc.cﬁon. After all this was 1905, Jacob
had to write first. He did. Jacob wrote to
Lyba, and she answered. He wrote again. She
sent him her picture and he Fell in |ove with
the girl in the picture. He invited her to come
to America as his bride . She accepted.

. Defore she left for America , Lyba
decided to visit her future in-laws in
Koshovato. '

Hoshovato was a very small provincial
town. Jome of the streets were paved
with stones, but wost of the streets were
ither dusty or muddy. Koshovato and the
éubenkos really weren't prepared for
Lyba's avvival . %he was o mulav ashion
P te,. Hcr da‘mty shoes ere uselcss n
Koshovato’'s wud holes. t'n.r stylish hats
didn't protect her hair from the street’s
dust or the Firegloce's smoke . The
women of Koshovato smiled at her elegant
nats and drew thér practical Kerchiefs
tighter.

But the wmost impressive thing about
Lybo. was her manners. She was so genteel,
so other world to Tova and Shlomo. They
were both awed and amused by her style.






It pleased them to watce h v ru se
graceful %\ from a chmr gu de quie ly
across the voom. B way she tilted
her head ond bent her htﬂ’ finger . as she
dromk teq made them smile
ba’s  departure dote, drew near.

Tova and s5 hlomo asked their daughter-mn- law
to be , what they should send with N“r to

mevica . They were dumb struck when tlw.
bride announced that a Kolloh (bride) shéaud
not travel unchaperoned to America
ingisted that they wust mwde an escort
to Keep her safe. Tova and Shlomo were

stunned. Was this the same gir who pla;
ned to alone to ntina , mernca
Poor Tova and mo , what could
they do ¢ Jacob was already’in America.
Thenr next son, Sholkc, had disappeared on a
trip to scow Their eldest remainin
son was He was o Bar Mutzvah ?'oe
was thiyt un But Amenca was so far
away . X bride should be escorted to the
Chupah'! one ever veturned Ffrom America.
Rere was no one else. Thirteen year old
vid would have to be the escort and the
'protutor of the bride.
one cried when David Gubenko
left for RMCY‘ICA

b




No Gambhng Here

‘;\[ ouldn t say that the letters were un-
truthful. The photos were a good likeness . But
neither t ele. ers nor the photos prc red the
g‘?un% coupe f‘or the truth. The trut
yba and Jake were quute. daffere.nt Lyba
great ctatuons All" h er life she was an
avid reader. Keading was alwa s more important
than household chores” Diapers and dinners often
wmfed until a book was completed. Jake ,on the
0 herd‘l‘\f nd, was alplom fello::o He.twortkeddhgrd asd
d eddier, 'l:le would arrive me (oo (ired to rea
study. He wanted lighter entertainment. He
enjoyed a good game of cards. .
Lybo hdﬁ«d cards terrible waste of time!
mcn weased thew pleasure
Few penmes on th 'i ipds ho.liy? would
ts amsm ed every
o ma

&ugm en the Five g:s 'O'::h [dr

n
heir father came bome wttt\ a Fist Fu| of
siness had been qood cmd he had earned
morc t on usual.
‘: him suspuccously You were
accused

tease , winked at the children and
qnswered 7\! | of | J:: ‘IS a g:mblc But the money's

® In Amarica Gubenks was shortened and Anglicized to Gebin.

gamblmg



W

d.
Well it wasn'tM‘qf to Lyba. "Gamblu'ng

900

e's mouth dropped open,

money, she thought.
{\rcw the money into the stove and burnt

she t
it all up!
“rhat happened next ¢ To tell you the {’ru“\,

I don't Know for no one ever told me.



Choosing A Rabbi

Ip the shtetle (small town) Jews were
vu'¥ pious. |hgy lived their lives by the laws
e [orah. lhe Rabbi was thewr veligious
leader. He was also their judge and mediator,
No Jew would willingly g0 to au town's
Christian courts or police . Therefore the
choosing of a Rabbi _was a very serious and
important matter, People took firm stands on
the n imem
hen Menashe was a Mni boy the
synogogue had to hire a new Rabbi. Menashe's
father, Tsrael , was a very pious man. Israel's
grandfather Joscph had been rabbi of this
synogoque and hr father had been cantor.
svael was involved in selecting the new rabbi,
The selection was not being made easily.
Tempers were vunning high.’ Suddenly a blow
was struck and then another . Tova Gubenko's
cousin dove dut the window .After all he was
ust a wisitor and not really involved. As he
glcyv ’(hroug}\ the open window , his pants qr
mained behind, securely snagged on a nail.
Israel KorostoshevsKi picked up the
seven branched menorah (candelabrum) to make
a point and brought it crashing down on the
head of a determined opponent . This moment




Maryt A A

of passion cost the fellow his hearing in one ear,

Israel was ordered te pay his vichm 75

rubles. That was an enor amount of money.
wos chosen yabbi .oﬁo one remembers.




Welcome to America
Dnvud Gubenko lA left Russua whcn he.

was thirteen. merica was ha A{

he lived with hs othzr Jat(f. and his ﬁ

Jake was his £ oyer.Jake paid

cents a day, f-ter bavc. learned English , ke mowd

to Buffalo where he worked as a produce clerk.

Here he made big money —fifteen cents a day.
Through the years Dove workecl hard c.hongcd

bs,and saved money. ter hc. wcnt
éwmcq Dave scnt for his susttr When ht left
ssi eleven years old.
%muous ly he paced the tvain 'platfdrm as he

waited for her, The tmn arrived. The passengers step-
d on to the ?ldtform and hurried away. He ered info
es, but he could not Find his sister inally only
one tall good |ookm9 woman nmnmed

Respe htct(‘ul %‘ 3 approached and whnpend “Rose?”
x::& L&' D\inteun: a lathTr T“dcr % I'm

othe
X |; she ‘nphcd “My brother David never looked

like

Y\?\"‘.’ were silent for a moment, peering wto each
other's eyes, trying to see a thirteen year old boy, an
eleven year old girl. Then they exploded iato laughl'cr.
hugs, cg\d ears.

Welcome to America.’




The Business Trip

In the old country _youths became independent
much earlier than we do. To begin with most Jewish
boys Finished school by the time they were thirteen.
Between thirteen and eighteen most children legt home
to g0 w\\erT there was worK. In that world it wes
not unusual for a sixteen year old to be an experien-

ced business man, .
enashe was sixteen. He had been working
for three years ond proved himself an apt and re-
sourceful trader. It was in the spring of 1916 and
there was a severe shortage of sa?? in Kieve.
Menashe learned that there was a man in a neighbor-
ing town who had_salt  but was afraid to make the
Journey to Kieve. The times were troubled and the
woods teamed with bandits. To travel from Koshovato
Kieve , a journey of a doy and a half in & wagon
drawn by two horses, it took a great deal of cour-
age. Menashe agreed to deliver o wagon load of salt
and flour to Kieve for a share of the profits.
The hazardous journey was accomplished with no

mishaps.

i.?ctummg. from Kieve to Koshovato , Menashe
and his companions dressed as peasants. looking at
them you would never guess that a young Jew was
tmvdm? with his two employees. If you noticed
them of all you would surmise | “local farmers.




Menashe had sold the solt and Flour and conceoled
the fat bundle of rubles n a hole he had carved
in the wagon chassis. Suddenly partisans emer-
ged from the woods and surrounded the tvavel-
ers . " Your money!" they demanded. The three
men firmly msasted t t they had no money.

We heﬂ we Wl use n your wagon
to bring water to our camp , glot ers,” they
commanded.

s the water sp'a.shed over the barrel
rims onto the wagon bcd enashe worrnej
about 'hi concealed ru

ntte. rother Don't frown so.
Seon you wcl l: here and on your home.,”
last ttny were on their wa cyn they
arrwcd into the safety of Tarashta,f e two
peasants hurried into the inn to boast of their
adventures . Alone at last , Menashe appeared to be
msgutmg the wagon wheels and chassns He saw
the rubles were wet | but they could be dried.
momy was still sofe.’
s Menashe prepared to leave ,the towns-
ﬁop‘:. ur ed him to sta‘bam Tarashta that night.
ey told im that a bog ttle had been Fought' that
day between the Red Partisans and the govern-
ment soldiers, ¢re are many deserters and
bandits in the dense forests between Tarashta and
Koshova Ao they cautioned.
enashe would not |isten. It was only six
more versts® to Koshovato and he Knew his father

" overal 6 1,067 wiemalers .




would be worried. Again they set ouf, Holewo to Koshovato
they were halted again by bandits. Menashe heard the
question he dreaded mst .
;rg there a ws here? %
thersn‘Do we look lnke. Jews ?” answered the
|orger peasant as he started the horses on ther way-




The Reluctant Soldiers

One day in 1918 the soldiers of the Bolshevick
Army descended on Koshovato searching for young men.
Every young man they found, they took away to sevve in
their army . Menashe was caught in the round-up. The next
day when Yussel returned to Koshovato he learned that
his friend had been conscripted by Trotsky's Army. He
immediately set out in pursuit. He did net want to be
separated from his dearest Friend.

There they were , the of them, in the army.But
such a disorganized army. No one appeared to Know
where they were going. A few men n uniforms shouted
orders at the crowd of country men and boys who were
huddled together in the train cars . No one in charge
knew their names or even exactly how many males were
assembled in those railvead coaches.

nsively Jussel asKed, Memgbc , do you want to
be in the army?%o you like it ¢

They hadnt even started to drill. They hadn't
yet marched with packpacks or been shot at. The
didn't have uniforms, Still Menashe Knew he wasn'
going to_like it and he told Yussel as much. Yussel
agreed. The army had had its chm}ce and lost . they
were going to go home . But how !

Yassel had a bold idea . He told Menashe to get
off ot the next train sl’cipf and start walking  not
hurviedly, just normally . If he was stopped , he should




|

tell the questioner that he was going to buy a pot of
tea. Yusse1 coutioned , “Don't hesitate and don't look back
no matter What, Trust me. I'll catch up and we'll escape
together. :

Menashe did it! He was out of the station and
two Kilometers down the voad before Yussel

Wt up to him. They began thﬁ long walk home.
Kos‘novato was far away and the young men

soon decided that walking was too slow and
Tiring . Sn\zy tried to hitch rides in wagons,




but they weren't too successful. Sometimes they
ot a ride and sometimes they got a good crack
rom the driver's whip. %ut the important t‘u'nq

was that they were out of the army and on

their way home. Joon after reaching Koshovato

they were to set out on a longer journey to
merica.

Sholke , Yussel's older brother , was not
as fortunate . In 1911 when he was 22 years
old he was conscripted for service in the
army of the Tsar. Shlomo, his father , raised
a 1000 rubles to buy Sholke a blue’ ticKet,
This card certified that he had a medical
disability (heart murmur) and was unfit for
military ~ service . The Ffinancial sacrifice was
worthwhile for Sholke was now free from
all military obligations or so they thought.

'%ix yccg-s later the blue card was
worthless. Oholke was on a business trip
to Moscow to purchase dvy goods for his
store. Suddenly Bolshevic. “soldiers entered
the train and ‘mobilized all the young men on
board . There was no discussion or medical
examination, One minute you were a passen-
ger and the next minute you were a soldier.

ey gave him a gqun and sent him east
to Fight the White ery of the Tsar,
Sholke had never held a ‘gun in his life. He
did what he was told to do. Finally his
luck changed. An officer asked where he was



From.
“Kiev, Sir,” he veplied.
S Mﬁmfe "m Kiev ?';eas.Ked the officer

%oon they discovered that they hgd?
mutual acquaintance and better still SholKe
had delivered packages to and Knew the fady
who was the officer's mother . The officer
felt Kindly toward this “Friend " of his mother,
and decided to help the young man.

“You don't belong in the infantry. You are
no marksman, You little shopkeeper , belong n
the qugrtermaster corps.™ And so it was.

uéholke. was safer and more at ease in
the supply side of the army. One day, looking
at the invoices and train schedules , he notic-
ed a train would be veturning from the East
to Kiev. Hf spoke to no one, but when
that train |eft Siberia , it had an unauthor -
ized passenger. Sholke was on his way home.



The Rabbi Is Not In

In the shtetl the worst thing you could

was an informer, No one was hated more than
a person_who would tell the civil authorities about
another Jew. Jews had their own courts and laws
to hﬁndle criminals.

0, not all Jews weri honest Even Kos hovato

had its unethical element group of men de
vised a plan ':3 tlnll‘( the | ms;.:ran;.e companies, ﬂ‘&
a man prepared to leave Koshovato rica
x:unprenwrs insured his life When {:arn K

erica, they declared him dead and co"ed‘ul ﬂw.
msurqnce. money.
ﬁ first time it workc%epcrfecﬂy .The second
time the insurance company began to ask questions,
The third time, the insurance company insisted thal
they would need a letter From the vabbi , witnessed by
their agent.

What could the vabbi do? He could not be an
mformer' He could not |te. and say that a mn who
was reaﬂnng in New York was Jead in Koshovato.
He did the on {t:hmkg hek:;uld tdo Wh eneve':' f:\o, ’
insurance agent Knocked q e slippe
oufsnde and 10\2 agent was to '*hacr mbb? tPs

not in.



POG- roms

A pocrom i an organized massacre or attack
upon Jews, ire were many pogroms in the 1800s
when Nldﬁlas ruled Russia. Aqam in the early 19005

the Kussian army was crushed shamefully by the
Japanese.,there was a cﬁ" ign of pogroms sponsmd

eoqovernment officials . These pogroms usually lasted
ut thr fore, policemen broke + up-
rst Wor d War ended with the Russian
Revo uhon pean that Fol wed was a time of
es

uncertainty and la sness J‘Q to mo there
were vust pogroms agomst Kmman ews . Koshovato
was m the heart Ukraine..

t First the fﬂﬂ‘uhes tried to sfqy n

Koshovato. The you mn anized ﬂ‘cmselveswto
a sc.lf defense grou Shomr.o..)q 1 bought rifles
ols for Protection. S onya. to me that her

MI y ms attacked so often in the ?mmng that

they arran ed to sleep in the fields of a friendly
Ch ns ian farmer . ﬂe was afm d to let them hnde

in his barn, but he did let them hide m his Fields,

As darkness began to full , thc would slip away
from their homes into the Fn ds. Tova ubenKo
c:-:ght a cold. Decause she was sleeping on the damp

ground , it got worse and worse . Joon she had
rneumnm Without medicines and proper care her
ungs succumbed to tuberculosis.



Oia’ us
furious tomg

ey began to search for vichims,
Field could see them approaching. A
er . All were terrified.

and turn toward them. The mother could net silence

ht the Cossacks attacKed. They were
ind empty houses. They wanted to kill Jews!
The: group biding Inthe
baby began to whimp-
Cossacks might hear the baby



her baby. Fmal'y she | ged up and raced toward
the creek. She was intent on drowning the baby and
herself rather than let her ne ighbors be discovered.
tackled her. The commumfy would not allow her
herself and the bab ‘y It was a miracle .The
ssacks heor only themselves . They all lived through
that |°"ﬂ night .
Clmka Cl'dnzl Korosfoshﬁvskt married Benjamin
sKoff during this period . After the wedding ceremony
they returned to her father Israel's house. A toast
was proposed . "May e share a long fruitful life
together 7;: 'Chaim." Just as they raised thew
glasses to their li ﬁny heard o piercing voice
int dusfance s hide yourselves ! The Cossacks
are mmg N
andemomum broke. out. Bers smt'ched up
their chi rev\ as ¢ t y ven. eople scattered in
every direction. | e flew out one rnndow
e groom dove out ano her, [n the wild vace for
Cover and safet each other. udm?mn the
woods , Chaika c.ne! forlornly W)ha could
happened to her youn? usband ? They were fmaly
numfed three ater when peace retu

‘Qot all bandifs traveled in (a ps . A series
of small qttacks in 1917 were perpet me Lasmglepoor
at . He came to town . shot his rifle fo chase away
Jo.ws and vobbed a house or two.On his third
i(empt he was caught by the Shomvim,Because the
ws were afraid of refaliation ,they did not harm him.



They just threatened him and let him go. Incidents
did nct always end so happil .Awaenko cousin ,q
very large man, a blackgmit , vefused to run away
each night. He was so strong he felt sure that he
could defend his home. In the morning he was
Found dead.Both his hands had been chopped off,
rticularly serious situation developed in
1119 wtgn the terrible anti-semitic General
Petlurg (a White Russian General his aide
nelin were retreating toward Odessa and the
sea . Wherever they went | they killed Jews. They
would stay in Koshovato for three days. ‘
As they approgched Koshovato , the Shomrim
raced from house to house to warn the Jews to
hide themselves . The Shomvim would be the Jast
ws to leave the town. Yussel Gubenko was
arrested and beaten up. Young Meyer Korostoshev-
sKi (1Y) was wounded in both legs. Menashe
raced home to help his family esca e. They were
qone and he was trapped by tzne of Petlura's
men . They chased him around a rubber tree and
over the fueniture in his Icﬂur' house , The
soldier's rifle butt crashed into ashe's jaw.
He collapsed. When they saw that his mouth was
leeding , they left him there and robbed the house,,
kfulry they did not see the gun in his pocket,
Had they discovered the gun, they would surely have
Killed him.bﬁﬂetr they were gone,Menashe hid himself
In a nearby stable.
After ihot the Jews left Koshovato. Some went to

merica or Kieve  or Moscow. Our family went to Bogus lav



where there uas o larger Jewish community and a
bigger defense militia, :&Her a year the Jews were
Forced to run away This time our family moved
to Tarashta still buevmg that there was Sc&fy
in numbers,
arashta held tm-able memories for three of the
Gubenko sisters, n they began tbg: odyssey,'fbva.
Gubenko was sick with tuberculosis nursed her
mother but without proper medlcqhon and good foed,
she cm;.td not restore her health.In 1921 Tova died in
a
nesse Gubenko and her kusbond Ben Zion Blinder,
sold their meager belongi troouds they
bought a horse and wagon. eg uould ake ther five
chldrcn and make thew way west, Ben Jion had glaucoma.
mld not go to America.

’Ye (Gubeako was pngnant Her husband , Hershel
Kréchenko had so‘d most oF their belongings. l'te. had o
horse and w He and Yetta would go to Rumania
and then to ﬁmen

s the two families prepared to leave , Trotsky's
Bolshevnk army comandeered thew horses and wagons .
Hershel ond Ben Zion were forced to drive wonk crews
to vepair tele wires just outside the ¢
wl&" i:vd\ urgnw»ds returned without

¢ were attacked by bandits! They
Kept the Ji thcy explained.

mcKIy ewish men went to search for them.

They were found crucified on the telegraph poles.

§ see article sn Boguslav in Apperdy
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An  Engagement Agreement

Here ace the conditions and the solemn agreement betwees
both parties who,on one side ,Mindel daughter of Mixel, representing
her son, Tzvi Jand on the other side , Shlomo ,s0n of Abraham
vepresenting his daughter ,Esther Yente . When we asked her,
she accepted , so the groem , Tzvi , will marry her ina Chupah
Kidushin K'dat Moshe V' Tsrael. They alss accepted net to hide
From each other any Kind of mm‘y, but to control thew wealth
and property q,ually and will [ive with love lixe everyone else,
Mindel Krafchenko yrepresenting her son ,the groom | solemaly
agrees fo disteibube the monty of the dowry ... she cleared that
complebely ,and she also solemnly promises o provide clothes and
shoes to her won the groom for the wedding , clothes for weexdays and for
3&5&*, and for Wy‘ 145 cashomary yiechiding p'nlluu,ud sheets and
blankets as customary ,aed also giffs 4o the brde as customary.
Shlbomo Gubenso in representing his daughter , +he bride , promesed
bm the money of the dowry in the amount of lo,000 rubles yand
he gave that into the hands of the groom. He alse sclemaly promuses
o provide clothes and shoes for the brade for the weddng clothes
for weekdays  and for Shabbat and for holidays | as 13 customary
and alse pilbws , sheets ;and blanxets A8 15 Cusbmary , and also
gifts_to the groom as is customary.

The wedding will be whenever both sides agree . The expenses
& the wedding will be paid by the father of the bride . Theve will
be a pesalty on whomever breaks this aareement of half of the
dowry,

The guarantor from #he side of +he grvom is Moshe Swmofs:
bmSl\bu.'Dnvd, the utrantor from the side of the bride s
Yakov Shepatovsky ben Zion . Both sides agree 4o compensate

the quarantors 5o that they will net have any damage -
Signed foday | Friday,Sedrg Terumah , he First of Rosh Hodesh
Adar , the Year 5¢80 ,here in the town of Koshovato.




Z.ionism

E‘o;‘wa was a strong advocate o% Zion-
ism. arashta she helped ovgani ionist
a‘roup with 23 mcamber‘?wu fter the ﬁevolutaon
e goyernment 3es and land to collec-
tives’ Zionist group opplied as o commune.
ey were given a house with a garden and
five acres of land on the outskirts of hec?t
ight boys moved intg the house.

o more difficult time . Pious parents were-
g‘;ocked by the idea of girls livi ma commune.
nya was the fnrst girl to agree fo live in the
ionist House. She was nneteen and independent.
Her mother was dead . Her father had vemarried
and moved away. ?{\e was living with her widow-

ed sister Yetta. lhere was noone to vestran
hev. Her girl friends were not as free. T'henr
nts were Ppious , *mlsed many objections,
nt will ttle neighbors think ? A daughter ives at
home unt- she ?ncs to the marriage C‘L opY .
The qwls p oded and argued. When agwls
rents appeaved waver | she announced
E\e daughter of hlomo GubenKo | is moving mtotga
Zionist House." Finally there were four girls to
move mto the Zionist House,
ring the days they farmed their Five
acres . At night they had discussions and studied



maATw Ineva L

Hebr.ew.ﬁn informer reported them to the police.It
was illegal to study Hebrew and be a Zionist . These
actvities were considered counter-revelutionary.
He gave the names of the fmders to the police.
Sonya and three boys were arrested and imprisoned.
The police demanded that they sign a paper that

omised that they would not study Zionism orHebrew.
hey refused . The three boys weve [ocked in one cell
Sonya was put in a cell with two women who had
each Ttomm'utted a murder,

e

cell was darK and dank . There were
wooden benches to sit and sleep on. In the corner



there was a chamber pot. Twice a day they were let
ot for a little exercise . At these times the beys would
tell Sonya , “Don't sign . Stand streng.
. .vera:gy Yetta and Genesse would sit outside the
joil with their young children, pleading with the men whe
went in and out ,to save their little sister. Yetta Genesse,
and thewr friends brought the Zionist prisoners Food.
er two weeks , when they still refused to sign,
the authorities sent the incorrigibles to jail in Kiev. The
jallers rode horses. Accompanying them were two
2&9@5 with horses and a wagon. The unrepentant
onists had to walk. They walked about 85 miles +o
their new Jail cells. . _

In Kieve they were mﬁn ordered to signthe
Paver that Promised that they would net study Zion- :
ism or Hebrew. “Sign or you will be sent to Sibevial’
they were told. Scon the leaders of the Zionist
movement in Kieve sent a messenger to theiv cells
and urged them to sign the papers and save their

lives.
eé"m's.hsc,c‘.l and frightened the four young pecple
%grud to sign the papers, Sonya veturned” to
arashta and her sisters.She was determined
to ‘Leave the USSR: with her sisters and thew
children .




The Border Crossings

In 192 Menashe, trave ISO miles to the
border town ﬁ 'ﬂ\a mve with hum were. his
two sisters, Mindel and C \Ka ,and thas hus-
band Ben and thew two children. y wai eh and wait-
ed for an opportunity to eross the border ndel grew
duscourag%g;;d nmpataent and fipally return home.

ika and Ben agreed to wait asrngasct would take.
Memshe was determined to find o way to shorten the

Memshe waited and watched. When you wait and
watch long enough, you Jearn when and where a group
\m“ cross thhc bcir d e wtas aligned wrl"l‘\)ofour cfher

men ey learne o group e
g: be moving . across the Dniester ﬁf m:oeoP

S rabm omo.mq

men stopped the on the
$d "Tal(e us lt?\you, the_y dem m‘,le'or no one
| cross the border!™ Since the group was desper-
ate. to go, they agreed to this blackmail.

For a week they hid ina feld near the border,
Menashe remembered 'l'hat he ate vaw toes, ber-
vies, anything he could find. He remembered that a
woman 3\:& and was buried in that Field, Finally on
a dark night the smugglers reappeared, “We cross
tomqht‘ they whispered. chl\ly oﬂe gatlnnd
thew families and thewr belongings . [here was o p




In the qu% was a woman with i‘wo hild
older chi ig heavy girl, had searlet ?ever
ould not 'leave the woman and her children bebu

e girl was much too heavy for the woman to carry.
es decided that the Fwe y g men would take

turns carvying the sick nashe offered togo
First, whi on was fnsh %’r was strapped to

his back ey began to ver yone van to save
hu'nself The four dlsa enashe labored. He

thou ht his chest wou qrrlj:odt and he would dae
His ?egs wegu lapsing ey could not maKe an

other step reT;: he would die. "Just one more

step , one more, " he pleaded unhl he reached the

iester.
At the viver they ferried the T\“re across in
a vow boat, The woman, her two ren,and
enashe were among the fiist to be rmd across,
enashe's four friends were brought across |ast,
On the Bessarabian River bank ,they counted
the peoyle. Five had not Paidthe smqulch’ fee.The
we {ou men weve identified. The Mother paid for
heuause he carried her daughter to Romania,
e ot ev four were bedten and r'obbed of all their
mgs
nce on the other side of the 'Dmcster-’R\vcr,
tho.y were hidden in private homes from the Romanian
memshe spent the first night witha Jewish
E: Ig. In the morning he lay on a wagon bed . Straw
was Piled on top of him so that he would be hidden
from police and nformers. In this way he was brought




E:""kss to Yasser.
Yasser he went to
the Jewish Center, At
r\e Koshovato
ndsmanshaft (broth-
erhood) he qave his
nome . They gove hum
money sent by his
oro off cousins in
ork. '“my gave
hnm a place to stay.
t;r fwo months
in Yasser he moved
to Kishinev. From
Hishinev he sent pa-
vs to Chaika and
Noskoff and
ussel benKo that
% t m ta enter
0 i egq
"‘T\ Romanz\ Yusse| got o telegram, He learned that
1s mother and his two brother-in-laws were dead, Sonya,
eﬂa,Gemss\e and six young children were alone. He
decided to re urn. It was very dangerous.If he would
b!. ht, they would Kill him. cy considered tu
the USSR traitors , He arranged to
oc.ross the Dniester River. In the middle of the river, ht
was robbed of everything even his shogs, and then he was
thrown over rd He swam to the Russian shore. He

traveled only at night . He walked barefoot 150 miles to
Tarashta.




In Kishinev Menashe watte and ug.u ted. Ii_“
could net %et a visa to enter the mted tates
were guotas and waitn lls Some of his Fnends
gave u and went to R ntma After almost tweo
years , he got an o tumf A large generous Fam.ly
recewed o vnsa t was the Famsl and not
individuals . They t‘ook enashe ond four of
female cousins. They shared their |ast name w.rh
these Korost'oshevsm.s One woman they made an
instant sister. The three Younger Women were istant
daughters and Menashe was their son. Together they
traveled to America . They took no money . It was a
Mitzva , o good deed .
tmveled together, second class, on the Freighter
Migael Ellis. At that fime it took a boat eight to ten days
to cross t'\e Atlantic. It took the My d Ellis 31days
to veach the United States. Furat t tmveled fm
the Black Sea to the ¢dtterr man ea , ézpm
3ulqarm Turkey,Greece , gt&rs and
fore sailing across t |\e an ic.
When tEq rea d ew Yor , the Korostoshevskis
d not go through Ellis Lsland . Nachum Korostoff met
the boat u-tedb reotws.Nachum was a
Success oﬂz Hnew w a to do, he had money, and
wned a car Menashe spcnt his first night
m menca m Nachum s house.
ﬂh came to New York
For h‘ls c.r

y returned fo Phila-
delphia and a new n e




Sonya Travels to America

Although they had little money Jocob and David
were determined to bring their three sisters to America
They decided to bring, Sonya, Yetta, and hcr two year old
son Harr n 1923. As soon as these ung wo-
men had obs and were self s portmg tgo.y would
brmg Ge esse and her five children to America.’

On March 23, 1923 Sonya,yetta and Harry left

ﬂhta by train. T“ey tr vel st to v, then
oscow_and final t the enth
Salonm'Rtat ﬁ;etoldt hat Harry had
rmqworm in his sce{p cou d not go any fur-
fﬁ unt u u(’ was cured. While they were waitin
Tr'\\ iga, the women used up eur meager
assme was 'pand heir American
one allowed f‘or ghts Kind of mishap.
Harr was at |ast curﬁ they con-
tmued bg t m 0 tvia had missed
their boa t ‘ﬁe four weeks before the
y

next s a place to sta but
3 an{ no money mdw v'soui w?onagego
hile 9 worrl fficials herd them onto

:h hea t inspect }ton :he hﬁa thozt h:hn
ey megooJ fortune in the shape sther
Moomchovskt theiv first cousmP Esther

* While Sonya and Yetn were on their way to America, the laws 1a the
WSS R changed and it became \mpessible for Geaesse and her chiddren ¢o
emigrate .



{ st arrived in l.ebow She too was under omg
ﬁe humiliating wroc.edu quire

mmu rants. uuc dt e\r new
and t " r problems. E ther Lj T:ﬂe money.
bought oﬁoond shared every morse with her
cousins . Jonya still remembers. that herring
wos cheap on the water€ront e remembers

eating_the bones ¢l ead to tail.
gn\ trapn on i:n "\ t across the




stormy North Seqa was terrible, They traveled third
class and were often sick. The boat was tossed and
t‘umeg y the ro h seas ortumtely it was a short
vip to

london 5 hea ?h spcdlon station was the worst

one in thew journey. Tn m‘idest younq women,

t they weve treated ,Kc animals with M? lings .

nspeclors watched whi they showered and then bath-
ed n large publnc baths. [he to scrub agoin and
again with coarse soap. !“mr hdir was scrub-
bed and pulled and scrubbed ogain. It was true that
most of t ese travelers were infected with bod
lice, but their treatment was dehumomzmk
mortn ing . Théir baggage was deloused by ting
and t they had to scramble to Find thewr meager

ssessions , First class travelers were not treated

his y
London they trayeled by trawm to Liverpool.
Hev'et t e i) ded the shi
6“of 8\: W‘?{e’ §t "s 'h?} eh-a ! third
yaand rey were sailors. Yetta and

t\w. other women were sick hore to the other
shore. b y ‘l l? m"ga

rived at II ubenko becnme"gvahnmd
rafchenko became raff They were in America
now.

They had to wait on Ellls Tsland until
thewr brothers sent twen dollars for each
woman, tober tent t ey were Pinr
with tags “Evie Pennsylvama and put on a train in
New yOrk ley




A Meeting in Pittsburgh

Sonya Yetta, and Harry watched solemnly
America, aasse.d "outside their train window. y
finaw & would be a long ride from New York to
Long ago they had given up hope of understand) Ing ﬂ\e
mmes of the Eaces the passed. They dozed a little
onu sw:lden e co uc. or w:s &hoklf'a\g f;hem and
Pulling t their luggage to the rm
'\re ?%rne Am:a?ca? " they a‘pskeé
ttsburgh Change to Evie," he said
- W“sﬁ’m Eired ok Thety i0dd fishped Ehem
er Jabbered a mM and he
'go 1;&3 realized that there would
be anot - train, lhey sat stiffly on the bench

waiting . tarry sept
ﬂ%ud enly t Ti‘rd laug hter ?mk were
\a.ug mg and pomtl in the sfatvon they
% lazy c.loud of feathers rising and expand-
onya vecognized immediately that this was
another \mmgf‘ont Those feathers, precious
feathers from home, were loose, Americans
didn't seem to understand that feathers were
precipus . They filled pillows and bedcovers.
girl married, she would need those feathers.
?onga rushed 'to help. She bent to the work.
t was not ea.sy to catch and co Iec‘t those

elusive dew Grab ogt F‘andfter hove them
| Qn

into the bag w another Wo young



|

iy

women working quickly, silently. They ignored the giggles

and rushed affer their capricious quarry. Imagine their sur-
pﬂst—.wh;n }l“e feather rush was ended and they looked yp.
sther.

|

; "Nﬁ(:nd Kisses and laughter {mc‘\mted the surprise
meeting, [hey chattered happily in Yiddish. Esther was chang
ing trains here to go to her brother in Chicago . Sonya, Yetta,
and Harry were changing trains to go to brethers in Evie.

A'u'\erica seemed o little smaller o little less

Erigitening.



My Hands Are Cold

“P‘Wd , My _hands are cold when L have to
walk to school, complained his darling little girl.
. Izzy looked at her thoughtfully and asked,
Do you wegr your mittens 2"
wJes, she nodded. .
0 you hee? vyour hands in your pockets ¢
Izzy Inquired gen |y.
&fm'n she vesponded vyes.
n the morning il "have an answer for
g:u.Do not worry darling. Papa will gind an answer
¥ you. : e
In the morning when Vivian was dressed
and readiqt‘o leave for scheol ,he pulled the mittens
over her hands. Then he put a hard boiled egq in
each hand. "Theie will your hands m.rm.\c}hn
i’m t o0 school eat one. Tt will warm your stomach
00. Jave the other for recess.”
wvian threw her arms around hev Papa's
neck and hugged him tightly. Yapa was so won-
derful, He could make everything right,







The Tassover Dishes
Sam was in Amercca just a [ittle rr’ re thana

nth and he felt very American. longer dress-
hgo an lmmngrant and he had an Eng ish vocabu-
|ar mmand 8 f English was very limited,
Kinow Cgr ainly not the more timid
green orns(nw immigrant wath whom he lived and
o.ssocmte.d
Sam had two semous oblems facing l\um He.
8':Jn't have a job and he ‘t have
this scene came the ettcr und
had just come off a boat from stern urope
no Know edgé 'f merican ways and even les
pnow ledge of ‘English, but he h a sovre money.
etter was a_business who saw lost tameas
OPPOI' unity. He looked ot America and Knewho.cwld

iness
? '? te was despondent. He could not talk He
h rmsed his h ea fhe ifchen
|5 e‘l

zling Americ-

hi
amz g ﬂwegl}ietter broachgd m wit obuﬂ
i

ness dea ve your ot er inte
spent q \ot of ?rl:ue aroun m%w ovKlooK
Ing in tore wmdov.rsWe ou now this ush ang-
vage. 1 have mone will usines partners,
ag trust each zther dear nephe Agmd r“\'s
was 's golden opportunity and he gmbbed it. n\e




shook hands heartedly amid shouts of “Mazel Tov!"™ (goed

lue
t now what? It was Just before FPassover
and they reasoned tha tar Jews would want and
would need new dishes For the holiday. Together they
went out and §ontro.cted r some inexpensive dishes and
o pushcart it was arranged.
Two doys later | nothing had been delivered. The
Fetter lnd na downpaymnt and he was getting
Fmrttnc &mt delwe would never come ! He began
? the f ac.tory ond gel
t Ay dtshes or t mone.y am rried too, but
he didn't dore let ¢ thter Know h ides, in ord-
ﬁ r to prove his own worth as the “American’ partner,
¢ had to handle the problem in the American way,and nt
run around like a...a...immigrant. So in his best Amer-
ican style., he told the Fetter to velax. He,Sam, would
handle the matter with a simple telephone call ~ancth-
er American marvel.
one of them had ever used o phone in Eurcpe
or even one. etter was req l{ excited and im-
pressed. WTM he gave Oam the nickle that was need-
ed to NorK this mivacle.
put the nickle in and wmtuj( Nothing. l'[e turn-
ed t\n Fumy u'(‘tle dial and shouted , Onrntor
strange N9 e came over the wire and said,“What

, please?
? Scm know the number ? Could he read Eng-
m but he had that native shrewdness that kep t

Yankees from pulling a fast one on him. He told her



T t my dishes! Don't t trick me .
\9‘9"‘ e voice Kept repeatu :th number, {leaser‘
and m“y One moment S\ Il connect you with

supervisor,
sgnored then)) He threatened "le\at think
you're deal ing with ¢ G‘runhorn?’ (a new mm vant)
the superyisor mplued “One moment , please.
We'l connect you with one of our linguists,”
Som didn't Know or care about o linguist. Hf 31
told them that g‘ny'd better not fool around wit
Re was a good Ameri 'd bettu- deliver hts dishes
tororrow or e\se"ﬁnnd just linguist asked in a
lanquage he could undersfnnJ What s Wrong, Sir?"he
shmmcd the Phone down and turned to bask in the Fetters
smiles of admiratio
;\s luek would‘\w/e it, t‘\e dishes and the pushcart
arrived early the next morhin and the great busmess
venture began ! weren't selling for very long. Their
weren't even tired oa shoutm Dishes ! Kosher, beau fvd
Passovey dishes_for sale ! ™ when a policeman sudde
mtevna ized . Sam saw him coming out of the corner of
ts e e and just Faded into the crowd. He had had enough
Policemen 1n tl\e old country.So~ th there tl\cg stood, the
etter x\d the po lcemm\ ~each talking in a dtfferent
tonque. And the crowd amnd the m? tened mtent v,
pretending not, to understand Tither
iceman t Do you have a license @ Let me see
Your ushcart license.” Since he sad everything
1 a calm tone ,and since he never once touched or
threatened his body with a single motion, the Fetter







thought he was bcmg treated with respect. When the
pol ccewo.gﬁn he went along on this new adventure
wu"mgly he Clm\bcd on he called over his shouldcr,
“Sammy, take cave of the business. 1L | be back
Now , too late Sam Knew another fa:.t about
wam business .A ﬁn‘t ca ed g; he didn't Kw
:htumld become of the etter he rushed home. with
e cart and all their wares to wait and worry about
this_new develo ment .
n New rK In those da ys there were so many
nm immigrants | norant of the %’cand the laws
t would the police lock them al up, Jails would
have been overflowmg and tl\e city would have been
bonkrupt eeding th e 'pnsoners .§o the po cy was
for the judge go give them o stern lecture and
xmtence them to one day in the station house.
t night they would set them free in orderto
make room for the next d1 's offenders. If an
offender was lucky he wou 3 get arrested intime
to enjoy 4 meqr or two. That day the Yiddish
interpreter was not to be found and the Fetter
Yy

understanding nothing actual enjoyed his exper-
lence,

When he Finally arruvcd home that night, he
ound hts wife and daughters cryin andmwrmng
ven his_tantas (aunts) had Jomed 1\e mownfgtl
chorus . The neighbors had hang dog looks and Sam,
-all sux feet 0f him, was trying to Fade into the
roo worK. pon t'gus scene burst the Fetter

aughing and smiling, and heaping praises on the




wonderful golden land, America.

nly in Americal "he chanted repeated |
And the crowd chorused,“What t 2 Only l?l

GflCO.

Only in A‘Menca do the police congratulate
‘d\e new busmess man Only in ?\meruca do the police

a:;e you a vide in their wagon and show you how
ve they are and what they will do to any man
who tries to vob or cheat o Only in Amercca
does the Jud ¢ insist that you tt and en| a&w
Z:SSn hours with him. And he insists that
his guest at dinner to show his good will ond
how much he wushu you success.
my, where were. you ? You miss
it a\\ Ah- they ﬁlk wlt such respect, quietly.
sorry m missed amm but %ter
a“ af\ e older onc. and pu{ up all the
n

money erica they understand and respect

such things.

2 beS:’ ;‘t\mmc pened . Then and now, it's geod




eard w was A chi Save t

membey th em ﬁnd tell t to your
ildven.

Now ou Know some of the stortn
ﬁ‘ m,
e




Appendix
oshovato is pronounced Kah-shove -2-tah
enashe is Hebrew for Manuel
ubbie is grandmother
Zeide is grandfather
Fetter is uncle
Tanta is aunt
Shlomo 1s Hebrew for Solomen
Rabbi Joseph Hovostoshevski came From the West
Yo serve as vapbi in the Shul. He had only one
child , Avrum. (Abraham) |
Cnn.tor Avrum rostoshevski could not go to nabbin-
ical school. There were no yeshivot 1n area,and
oseph could not afford to send him to a yeshiva ‘'n
the west.
Re-Genesse Gubenko Blinder. Papers were completed
and arranged for Genesse and hev childven. While
y and Yetta were eavoute to the U.S:, before
enesse could begin her journey,the USSR
halted all exit visas .
tes: .
Tsvael Horostoshevski 1get -192¢
Sarah Rgbeccq Beek 1566 -190¢ (Died because
of weechion intreduced n childbirth)
Shlomo gubmxo 1859-1933
Tova Lutchansky Gubenko 1959-192i
ames changed in Amevica, _ :
Gubenko became (Gabin ,Gubin,and Gibbens
Horostoshevski became Kovostoff




A little History... eh*ﬂe Gcogrqph_y

Eastern Eorepe . The dotled section o4 the map adiates
the locatun of the Thie of Seltthement  the oree to whoch
Russion Jetws were coafinad from 1999 s 1917,

gﬂfh-{}b‘t of Kotvmt:“o”‘:::“’;" :%m about 429 Milo

HNoshevato
Southeest of 5“,“";:“’, Southeast of Tarashta (Taraschischa) ond

In Koshovats there were thee W was
::: Alf .':::J twcﬂc:'mcus Secon: TM Sh.’.’ was
hzm- rinped. (T Garernes ‘vas i Rearle"ln'e

> {x‘wlc the o’k th the best scu ctca)haw )

SYNageques were
: In the s and me 199 the
n the Ukreine "l..:ader ’m p:gr::u was s'\‘r h.}%‘ ’







